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WHAT TO DO AFTER HIGH SCHOOL:
Military

Tech/ Trade
School

Community/
Junior College

UniversityBachelor's degree

Cost

$0

$10,000-$20,000

$7,000-$10,000

$50,000-$100,000

Time
Commitment

8 year Military
Service Obligation
(active and inactive
duty)

2 years

2-4 years

4 years

Options for
Career/
Employment

-Enlisted member
of military
- Must receive
college degree to
be an officer
(military will pay
for education)

- Electrician
- Mechanic
- Cosmetologist
- Welder

- Paralegal
- Radiologic
technician
- Dental Assistant
- Pharmacy
Technician

- Nurse
- Engineer
- Business/
Marketing

Average
Pay/Salary

Base pay = $30,000
Grows with years of
service ~ $90,000

$35,000 - $60,000
(sometimes up to
$100,000)

$30,000 - $46,000

$60,000 - $100,000

HOW TO PREPARE FOR COLLEGE
12TH GRADE COLLEGE PREP CHECKLISTS:
Fall

⃞

Sign up for FAFSA on or after October 1st

⃞

If you haven’t already, sign up to take the SAT or ACT standardized test (check with each
college you are applying to to see if these tests are required

⃞

Ask for letters of recommendation early (ask teachers, employers, mentors etc.)

⃞

Apply to colleges, pay close attention to deadlines

⃞

Apply for scholarships

Spring/Summer

⃞

Visit colleges

⃞

Compare costs of the colleges that have accepted you

⃞

Choose a college (a pro and con list that includes cost, size, location, activities, majors &
minors offered etc. can help you decide)

⃞

Find living arrangements at college of choice (dorm, apartment, off campus housing)

⃞

Get a summer job and save up!

SCHOLARSHIPS
Where to find scholarships-

1. Fill out a FAFSA form (Free Application for Federal Student Aid)- form opens every year on October 1
2. Look at your colleges financial aid office webpage, ask your high school counselor for local scholarships
3. Look online for outside scholarships: https://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships/

Tips on Applying and writing scholarship essays-

DO

DON’T

Apply Early and Apply Often: The process can be slow, be
patient and set aside time to do it

Don’t introduce yourself in the essay unless it specifically
tells you to do so- this may result in you getting
disqualified because often essays are looked at without
knowledge of who wrote it to keep it fair

Include letters of recommendation that are relevant: if
you are applying to college, get letters from teachers

Don’t use other peoples quotes in your essay- they want to
read your writing, not others

Be organized, create a list of scholarships you qualify for
include deadlines and required components

Don’t wait until the last minute to apply, scholarships are a
lot of work but they can pay off, spend time on them

Find local scholarships: Check with your teachers and
guidance counselor and use geographical Internet
searches, like “scholarships in Michigan”

Don’t choose the “easy” scholarships w/o essays, everyone
chooses those so you have a lower chance of getting it

MORE ON FAFSA
What Is Federal Student Aid?
Federal student aid comes from the federal government—specifically, the U.S. Department of Education. It’s money
that helps a student pay for education expenses at a college, career school, or graduate school. Federal student aid
covers such expenses as tuition and fees, room and board, books and supplies, and transportation. Aid also can help
pay for a computer and for dependent care.

There are three main categories of federal student aid:

• Grant—Grant money usually doesn’t have to be repaid. Most U.S. Department of Education grants are based on a
student’s financial need.

• Work-study—Work-study money is earned by a student through a job on or near campus while attending school and
does not have to be repaid.

• Loan—Loan money must be repaid with interest.- Subsidized loan: no interest accrues while you are in school;
unsubsidized loan: interest begins to accrue as soon as you take the loan

U.P SCHOLARSHIPS AND GRANTS:
Interested in college? You could get scholarships just for being from the U.P. at Northern Michigan University,
and the University of Michigan

Northern Michigan University U.P. scholarships and grants: https://nmu.edu/admissions/upgrant
University of Michigan U.P. scholars: https://lsa.umich.edu/scholarships/UPScholars.html

WRING A GOOD RESUME:
Purpose: Your resume allows you to write your own personal narrative

● The bulk of a college resume should be based on past education, and any achievements from school
● A resume should include:
- Grades
- Past jobs
- Awards
- Academic activities
- Extracurricular activities
- Community service and volunteering
- Special skills
- Test scores
● Keep it simple- No colors or pictures
● Keep it concise- it should not exceed one page

Helpful Links:
https://www.thebalancecareers.com/free-resume-examples-and-writing-tips-2063596 - Professional Resume
examples and tips
https://nmu.edu/careerservices/resumeassistance - NMU career services resume help

INTERVIEW TIPS:
1. Nonverbal skills are just as important as verbal skills, demonstrate confidence:
- stand up straight
- make eye contact
- connect with a firm handshake
- Smile
- dress professionally

2. Practice your answers! Tailor each answer to the specific job/college and to your strengths, tips below

Tell Me About Yourself- Relate this info back to the job: what about you makes you an excellent fit for the job, include what you do
to prevent burn out (hiking, painting, running, walking dog etc.)
Why Do You Want This Job/Why do you want to go to this college?- This is an opportunity to tell the job/college what you know about themensure you look at their mission statement and values prior to the interview. Explain what you would accomplish at job/school if
you were accepted.
Why Should We Hire/Accept You?- Explain your qualifications, be confident and concise. Review requirements prior to interview
What Is Your Greatest Strength?- List a strength that pertains to the specific job or college, “show” rather than “tell.” For example,
rather than stating that you are an excellent problem solver, instead tell a story that demonstrates this
What Is Your Greatest Weakness?- Explain a weakness you have and a solution you have come up with for that weakness- demonstrates
problem solving skills. I.e. “I have always struggled with procrastination but I have found that setting early deadlines for myself
and keeping an organized planner allows me to get things done in a timely fashion”
What Are Your Salary Expectations? - Before the interview, research what the average salary for that job is in your area, and the
average salary based on your qualifications/ years of experience; Consider giving a salary range "From what I know about the
position, I think somewhere in the area of $XX – $XX.”
Do you have any questions for us?- always come with a question- bonus if that question is targeted toward the interviewer or the
company's growth: “What's your favorite part about working here?” Are there opportunities for advancement or professional
development?” “How would you describe the work environment here—is the work typically collaborative or more independent?”
“What can you tell me about your new products or plans for growth?”
How do you manage your time/prioritize work?- start with how you map out your day: planner, to-do list, spreadsheets etc., explain how
you approach shifting priorities when new things crop up, Finish With how you manage a healthy work-life balance: open
communication with co-workers and managers or setting time aside in the evenings to hike or do another stress reliever

CAREER EXPLORATION:(if you choose the college route)
In Demand Jobs with Good Job Security- bachelor's degree required

1. Registered Nurse
2. Software Developer
3. Accountant
4. Cybersecurity
5. Chemical or Electrical Engineering
6. Business Management
7. Education
8. Substance Abuse and Behavioral Disorder Counselor
9. Respiratory Therapist
10.

Insurance Underwriter

INTEREST PROFILE: find out what your interests are and how they relate to the world of work
https://www.mynextmove.org/explore/ip
ASA FUTURESCAPE: Explore futures based on your personality and passions- https://asafuturescape.org/

WHAT’S YOUR LEARNING STYLE: Knowing your learning style can help you change your study
habits and achieve better grades in College

Take the Quiz! Click on the link below to find out what your Learning style is:
http://www.educationplanner.org/students/self-assessments/learning-styles-quiz.shtml

TAKE A VIRTUAL COLLEGE TOUR!
Campus tours of 1,000+ colleges and universities in the U.S.
https://www.youvisit.com/collegesearch/

Campus tour of University of Michigan: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=37DdC-Y0fSc

Campus tour of Michigan State University: https://virtualtour.msu.edu/

Campus and academic tours of Northern Michigan University: https://nmu.edu/admissions/virtual

Campus tour of Michigan Technological University:
https://www.mtu.edu/admissions/visit/previewday/online/campus/

